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Here's an in-depth portrait of more than 500 biblical characters, from Moses' brother Aaron to Job's

friend Zophar. An invaluable companion to the Bible as well as an outstanding reference book.
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Covering about 500 of the more important names in the Old and New Testaments, this alphabetical

dictionary/encyclopedia is a good basic reference source. The entries vary in length from a short

paragraph to several pages. References to the biblical context as well as additional information from

scholarship and tradition are included. A pronunciation guide and meaning is provided for each

name, as are cross references to other entries. In addition to the main section, the book also has an

appendix called "Everyone in the Bible" that lists every name found in the Bible along with a brief

description and biblical reference to the place where the name first appears. Entries are designed

for the lay reader but might be of some use to scholars in the field as well. Lavishly illustrated and

clearly written, this book is recommended for public and undergraduate libraries.C. Robert Nixon,

MLS, Lafayette, Ind.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Described here are more than 500 men and women from the Bible (Hebrew and Christian Scripture

and Apocrypha of the Revised Standard Version) or important to biblical history, but not mentioned

by name (Alexander the Great, for example). The individuals are in alphabetical order by Anglicized

spelling. Most have a paragraph or two, but several need many pages (Abraham gets 10, Moses



11, Peter 7, Paul 12, and Jesus 17). Each entry includes pronunciation and original name (Hebrew,

Greek, Latin) as well as a literal meaning, if there is one. Analysis of the person's importance to

Judeo-Christian history is offered in many cases, and chapter and verse from the Bible are cited.

Cross-referenced names are in bold print. If a name is used for more than one person, they are

entered in chronological order as best as can be determined. The index covers topics as well as

people. It is preceded by a complete list of every name (more than 3,500) in the Bible. This section

has some interesting facts placed throughout ("Jesus is mentioned 990 times, second only to David

at 1,100; Moses is third with 870 citations"). Each name is followed by a reference to the Bible

passage in which it first appears.The color illustrations are taken from classical paintings,

illuminations, stained glass, and photographs of objects, plus 50 drawings original to this work. Ten

maps show the Middle East in Biblical times, some tracing journeys through the area (e.g., Moses,

Jesus, Paul). All the illustrations are sharply reproduced. Sidebars with important information are

scattered throughout. They cover such varied topics as the Sermon on the Mount, rabbis, child

sacrifice, and the Babylonian Noah.There are many reference works providing biographies of

biblical figures-- Who's Who in the Bible (Bonanza, 1980), Harper's Bible Dictionary (1985), etc.--but

this new biographical dictionary will be an asset to all public and high-school libraries. It is readable

and full of beautiful illustrations that will please the browser and be helpful to the researcher. This

should be on libraries' A list for purchase; consider getting a second copy for the circulating

collection.

i got this for my parents who teach sunday school at their church, to be able to research bible

characters and use to develop their classroom studies. they absolutely loved it. very informative,

and even has some cool pics inside.

I gave this as a gift and the individual loves it as much as I love and appreciate all the concise

information inside.

Good info, good condition. I am well pleased.

This is an excellent reference book. Gave this to a friend. Great condition.

Every library should have this book in it



this is a lovely book hard cover and it is certainly a lovely gift to give someone that's why I

purchased two of them. One for myself and one for a niece that needed to find God in her life again.

The Israelites of the bible were black this book uses the renaissance paintings which portrayed

them as Edomites

We are doing an in depth Bible study instead of evening worship and some of our members wanted

one of these books. She couldn't find one so I looked on  for her and Voila! there it was. She was

thrilled to get it.
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